5.0 Preferred Restoration Alternative

The Consent Decree allows for restoration to occur throughout the Santa Clara River watershed.
Thus, the Trustee Council has chosen to take a more holistic view when considering and
selecting restoration opportunities. After careful consideration of the proposed restoration
alternatives described above, the Trustee Council has selected their preferred restoration
alternative. The preferred restoration alternative includes all of the proposed restoration
alternatives, except for the No Action alternative, namely, Land Acquisition/Conservation
Easements, Invasive Non-native Plant Species Control, Restoration Project Grants
Program, Information and Education, and Watershed Evaluation and Monitoring. The
Council recognizes the importance of all five alternatives in the overall restoration of the river.

The focus of the restoration will be protecting, managing and restoring the land through land
acquisition and invasive non-native plant species control. The Trustee Council will partner with
and allocate funds to the California State Coastal Conservancy and The Nature Conservancy to
acquire land and to orchestrate the long-term management and restoration responsibilities for
those lands. These two groups have proven their ability and expertise in the land acquisition
arena. The establishment and implementation of an invasive non-native plant species control
program will require partnership with various groups and agencies, particularly, the Ventura
County Resource Conservation District which is presently coordinating such an effort.

A restoration project grants program will provide an opportunity for various individuals and
groups to submit restoration project proposals, promoting stewardship and ownership in the
process, and ultimately to implement a variety of smaller-scale restoration projects that will
benefit the watershed as a whole. The importance of information and education cannot be
emphasized enough in our restoration efforts. It is only through people’s awareness,
understanding, respect and desire to protect and restore our natural resources today, that future
generations will have their natural heritage to enjoy tomorrow. Finally, watershed evaluation and
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monitoring efforts will provide additional information that we need to better understand the

Santa Clara River watershed and to monitor the progress and success of the restoration activities.
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