Summary of the

Final Restoration Plan and Environmental Assessment

for the

Santa Clara River ARCO Oil Spill 

as it relates to the 

Guidelines for a Restoration Projects Grant Program
On January 17, 1994, an oil pipeline owned by ARCO Pipe Line Company ruptured during and following the Northridge earthquake.  Approximately 190,000 gallons of crude oil flowed from the pipeline break near the city of Santa Clarita, in Los Angeles County, into the Santa Clara River (the Spill).  As required under the federal Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C.  2701 et seq.) and the California Lempert-Keene-Seastrand Oil Spill Prevention and Response Act (Government Code 8670.1 et seq.), the Trustees for natural resources conducted a Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) to determine the injuries to natural resources resulting from the spill into Santa Clara River, and to develop appropriate actions to restore, rehabilitate, replace, or acquire the equivalent of the injured natural resources.  The Trustees include the U.S. Department of the Interior (represented by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) and the California Department of Fish and Game.  The Trustees and ARCO (the Responsible Party) executed a Consent Decree that was entered by the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California, which required the Responsible Party to pay 7.1 million dollars for natural resource damages resulting from the Spill (the settlement funds).  The settlement funds are being held in a segregated account within the Department of the Interior Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration Fund.  
The Trustees recently completed the Final Restoration Plan and Environmental Assessment for the Santa Clara River ARCO Oil Spill (Restoration Plan) to guide the use of the settlement funds to implement projects designed to restore, rehabilitate, replace, or acquire the equivalent of the injured natural resources.  The Trustees have begun implementing preferred projects described in the Restoration Plan by identifying potential land acquisition and habitat restoration opportunities along the Santa Clara River and its tributaries in Ventura and Los Angeles Counties.  The Trustees will implement the Restoration Plan to facilitate meeting the following restoration objectives:

· Promote a land ethic which includes stewardship and responsibility for the natural resources;

· Promote watershed management that is consistent with the river’s natural dynamic processes;

· Target the entire Santa Clara River watershed, including tributaries and uplands; 
· Enhance and maintain the natural biological diversity of the watershed; 

· Maximize benefits to sensitive species, including listed threatened and endangered species and species of special concern;  

· Encourage local government and public participation in the restoration plan implementation;

· Encourage community outreach by way of education projects and through other restoration activities that convey the biological, economic, and aesthetic importance of the river to the public;

· Promote restoration projects with long-lasting benefits; and

· Promote partnerships and collaborative efforts to maximize funding, efficiency, and expertise.  

Restoration Projects Grant Program
In accordance with the Restoration Plan, the Trustees are administering a Restoration Projects Grant Program to select and fund projects that restore, replace, and/or acquire the equivalent of the natural resources in the Santa Clara River watershed injured by the Spill.  Up to $1.5 million of the settlement funds are available to fund restoration projects through this program.  The Restoration Plan describes the following eligible project activities, which are components of the Restoration Projects Grant Program:  

· Habitat Restoration (50% of overall restoration grant program).  Priority will be given to restoration of habitat to return it to or improve its natural functioning.  Projects that result in creation of habitat where that habitat type did not formerly exist will generally not be considered eligible for funding.  To protect the investment of the restoration funding, the proposed habitat improvements are to be retained in perpetuity for natural resources preservation.   

· Information and Education (25% of overall restoration grant program).  Proposed projects may include, but are not limited to, information and education about habitat restoration activities.  Outreach activities may include incorporating restoration programs into school curricula, providing interpretive displays along the river where restoration activities are occurring, developing a volunteer/stewardship program for involvement by landowners and other interested parties in the restoration efforts, and promoting oil spill awareness through education.  
· Watershed Evaluation and Monitoring (25% of overall restoration grant program).   Projects in this category should be designed to provide better understanding and/or monitoring of the natural systems that will be restored.  Such efforts may include, but are not limited to, biological investigations, mapping of the river’s resources, monitoring of biological and hydrological processes or SCREMP (Santa Clara River Enhancement and Management Plan) activities.  
Criteria of Eligible Projects

Eligible projects will be selected based on the ability of the proposal to meet the following criteria, where applicable:

· Feasibility from the technical, biological, regulatory, and political standpoints.  The trustees will evaluate the soundness of the proposed restoration techniques, level of risk or uncertainty on implementing the project, the likelihood of success, and various other factors that influence the feasibility or projected benefits of a proposed project.  Higher priority is given to projects that meet these criteria on multiple levels.   
· Compliance with applicable laws.  The proposed project must comply with applicable laws including those that protect the health and safety of the public.  Restoration projects can not serve as required mitigation for another project.  Applicants are responsible for obtaining all necessary permits.
· Duration of benefits.  The mission of the Santa Clara River Trustee Council and the intent of the Consent Decree are to assist in the restoration and protection of the natural resources of the Santa Clara River watershed in perpetuity.  Proposed habitat restoration projects must result in the restoration and permanent protection of the natural resources. 
· Avoidance or minimization of future or collateral injuries.  Unavoidable and temporary adverse impacts may result when implementing a proposed project.  Proposed restoration projects should avoid or minimize adverse impacts to the environment and the associated natural resources.  Restoration projects that provide for longer lasting benefits and/or a greater avoidance of collateral injuries will receive more consideration.  
· Benefits relative to costs.  This criterion examines the relationship between the expected environmental benefits and the expected costs of a given project.  Higher priority will be given to projects that, in the judgment of the Trustee Council, have greater benefits relative to cost.    
· Opportunities for collaboration.  The trustees shall consider the possibility of matching funds, in-kind services, or volunteer assistance, as well as coordination with other ongoing or proposed restoration projects.  Higher priority will be given to proposals that provide opportunities for collaborative restoration efforts.  
· Endangered/threatened species and sensitive habitat areas.  Projects that promote the restoration, enhancement, and protection of these species and habitats will receive higher priority.  
~ ~ ~

�Query – Is the Habitat Restoration program different from the Acquisition/Conservation Easement project???   How do these allocations relate or compare to the budget in the Restoration Plan??
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